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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 4-28-08 have been fully considered but are moot in 
view of the new grounds of rejection set forth below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1,16,18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. Claim 1 recites the leg prosthesis and controller in 
the preamble as intended use recitations but claims 16 and 18 appear to positively 
recite the leg prosthesis and controller. Therefore it is unclear if Applicant intends to 
positively recite the leg prosthesis and controller. 

Furthermore, the elongated body is not claimed in proper accordance with the 
specification. Page 6 lines 13-15 describe the foot plate as the elongated body. Thus 
the foot prosthesis is described to include an elongated body, heel plate, toe plate, 
connector, and sensors (and additional structure between the foot plate or elongated 
body and the connector is not described). New claim 38 describes a mounting bracket 
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carried on the elongated body which contradicts the limitations at lines 5-6 of claim 1 
(sensors connect the connector and top part of elongated body) because the sensors 
do not appear to contact the elongated body. Applicant is suggested to correct the 
claim language to correspond with the specification. 

Claims 1-3,16-19,38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing 
to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. 

Claim 1 and 38 each recite, in combination, an elongated body having a top part 
and bottom part wherein sensors are located between the connector and top part and 
the bottom part comprises heel and toe regions. Figure 10 shows distinct foot, toe, and 
heel plates. 

Line 5 of claim 1 and line 6 of claim 38 each recite "sensors interposed between 
and interconnecting the connector and the top part". The specification fails to disclose a 
connection. 

Lines 8-9 of claim 1 recite "free of any other load bearing element therebetween". 
Figures 10-1 1 appear similar to figures 5-6 which include other elements. 

Line 9 of claim 1 recite "support essentially the full load" and line 10 of claim 38 
recite "supporting the full load on the connector" which is not described in the 
specification. 
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Line 10 of claim 1 and lines 10-11 of claim 38 recite "deformable thereby as to 
provide for multidirectional movement of the connector" which is not described in the 
specification. 

Line 12 of claim 1 and line 12 of claim 38 recites "any direction" which is not 
described in the specification. 

Line 3 of claim 38 recites "a mounting bracket carried on the top part" which is 
not described in the specification. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William H. Matthews (Howie) whose telephone number 
is 571-272-4753. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 10- 
6:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David J. Isabella can be reached on 571-272-4749. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/715,989 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3774 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/William H. Matthews/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3774 



